
Braun Industries 

1972 – Braun is awarded the bid 
to build their first van ambulance. 

1968 -  Braun Pattern Works 
incorporated as Braun Industries, 
Inc. 1976 – Braun Industries, Inc. 

moves to a larger manufacturing 
facility in Oakwood, Ohio.

1995 – Braun’s continued growth 
requires additional expansion of 
operational facilities. 2000 – Braun breaks ground for 

a new 76,000 sq. ft. manufactur-
ing facility in Van Wert, Ohio.

2005 – Braun expands produc-
tion facility to 114,000 sq. ft.

2009 – Braun diversifies product 
offering with first rescue/trans-
port unit “The Patriot.”

1986 – Production grows to nearly 
200 handcrafted ambulances. 

1961 – Founder Charles J. Braun 
begins operation as Braun Pattern 
Works in Lithopolis, Ohio.

1999 – Braun leadership transi-
tions to the 2nd generation, Phil 
and Charma Braun. 2002 – Braun’s facility is hit by 

an F4 tornado; multiple units still 
delivered that week. 2008 – Braun celebrates the 

production of its 5000th custom, 
handcrafted ambulance.

2008 – Braun leadership transi-
tions to the 3rd generation, Kim 
Elick and Scott Braun. 

Company Timeline

B
raun Industries, Inc., a third-
generation manufacturer of custom, 
hand-crafted ambulances, has 
been serving the fire and rescue 
industries since the early 1970s. 

Founded on the principle that the company 
could provide a higher quality product to the 
communities and organizations that service 
American people through fire and medical 
response, the Braun Industries team approaches 
every task – no matter how big or small – with a 
focus on integrity and a dedication to service. 

The company started with Charles J. Braun, 
founder and first generation of the Braun family 
business, as Braun Patternworks, a small Ohio 
pattern shop supplying patterns for castings in 
foundries and models for brands such as Sears, 
Roebuck and Co. and Cutco Cutlery. When the 
pattern making business slowed, Charlie and his 
three sons submitted a proposal to build a new 
ambulance for their local village. Since that day 
in 1972, the company has been committed to 
fostering long-standing relationships with fire and 
EMS service organizations. 

Throughout the 20th century, Braun Industries 
maintained steady growth and, while the product 
line changed throughout the years, the core 
elements of the business did not: people, quality, 
innovation, safety, culture, integrity and value. 
The second generation of the Braun family, Phil 
and Charma Braun, continued with unfaltering 
passion the company’s expectation of how 
an ambulance should be made and how the 
customer should be treated. Full of inspiration 
and passion for the product, the industry, and 
the end users, Phil and Charma transitioned the 
family business into a highly efficient corporation 
and set the plans in place for the future of the 
organization.

Early in the 21st century, Braun Industries’ 
operations were relocated to a newly 
constructed headquarters, production facility and 
distribution center in the hometown community 
of Van Wert, Ohio. Vertical integration and 
business sustainability played key roles in the 
organization’s strategic plans. These initiatives 
fostered the insourcing of multiple manufacturing 
operations, which allows Braun to provide greater 

control over flexibility, product delivery, and 
quality for the customers. By this time, planning 
and preparation was underway to ensure the 
business was successfully and seamlessly 
transitioned to the third generation of the Braun 
family, Kim (Braun) Elick and Scott Braun. 
Staged over a multi-year transition process, Braun 
Industries has embarked on its third generation of 
ownership and management, and the legacy of 
the Braun product and reputation will hold steady 
well into the future.

The important lessons learned and passed down 
over generations have led to product integrity, 
ambulance designs and customer service that 
can only be established after years of experience. 
Braun customers have come to expect the product 
innovations, process controls and strong customer 
interaction that come from exceptional employees 
and the continuity of family ownership over the 
years. 

Braun has designed many product innovations 
that have improved ambulance design and 
functionality, such as the unique SolidBody™ 

Construction that increases the strength of the 
ambulance module by constructing the floor, roof, 
sides and doors from brake-formed parts with 
fully welded seams. This leads to a safer ride 
for both patients and crew members. Additional 
enhancements include their EZ Glide™ Sliding 
Door, which conveniently slides against the 
module, as opposed to opening out into traffic, 
to reduce blind spots and provide easy access 
for personnel, the MasterTech III™ Multiplex 
Electrical Control System and the VitalMax™ 
Lighting System that angles shadow-less light 
directly onto patients. 

Braun Industries has been privileged to play 
a role in the life-saving efforts of millions of 
Americans throughout the United States and 
remains a leading organization in the emergency 
vehicle market by holding true to its original 
management goals. After nearly 40 years and 
three generations, this small family-business-
turned-successful-organization continues to 
focus on the core values of its founding father: 
dedicated employees, high-quality products and 
integrity-driven relationships.
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